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Bikers take to road for research By Heather Clark / For The Bulletin 
Gary Bonacker returned home to Bend from the 2004 Ride for the Roses in Austin, Texas, last fall determined 
to organize a similar event in Central Oregon. 

Co-owner of Sunnyside Sports bicycle shop in Bend and a cancer patient, Bonacker was invited last October to 
ride with Lance Armstrong and participate in the 6,500-person ride to benefit the Lance Armstrong Foundation. 

"It (the ride) is like a city on bikes," explains the 51-year-old longtime Bend resident. 

Bonacker, who has been battling brain cancer for more than two years, has organized the first-ever Tour des 
Chutes, a multidistance bicycle ride set for Saturday in Bend. All proceeds from the Tour des Chutes will go to 
benefit the Lance Armstrong Foundation. 

Armstrong, a six-time winner of the Tour de France, founded the LAF to inspire and empower people with 
cancer to live strong following his own battle with cancer. The foundation serves it mission through education, 
advocacy, public health and research programs, according to the nonprofit organization's Web site. 

Bonacker's Tour des Chutes, which kicks off at 9 a.m. at Summit High School, will offer routes of varying 
distances, from six miles to 63 miles. 

"Cancer touches a lot of people, but they're not necessarily hard-core bikers," says Bonacker. "The range of 
distances is for people who just want to be there because of cancer."" 

He also hopes that the shorter distances will encourage young people to participate, noting that his 8-year-old 
daughter plans to ride the six-mile course. 

Participants will have the opportunity to wear a plaque indicating that they are riding in honor of, in memory of 
or as a cancer survivor. 

"At the end of the ride, every survivor will get a yellow rose," notes Bonacker, who adds that he still has the 
rose - now dried - he received at the Austin ride. "It's just a nice little touch. I want this to be more than just a 
bike ride. 

"It's a way to get people together who have lost somebody, to get survivors together," says Bonacker of 
organizing the Tour des Chutes. He hopes the benefit ride will become an annual event in Central Oregon. 

The 32- and 63-mile rides will loop cyclists on a course south and east of Bend. The six- and 15-mile options 
will be routed through Bend's west side. 

In addition to the rides, the event will include a catered lunch, a raffle, and bike demonstrations. Sunnyside 
Sports will provide a big-screen television for the event, replaying Saturday morning's Tour de France time-trial 
stage. 

Participants may pick up ride packets or register for the event from noon until 7 p.m. on Friday at Sunnyside 
Sports, 930 NW Newport Ave., in Bend. Day-of-ride registration begins at 7:30 a.m. at Summit High School. 
Cost is $40 (add $10 on day of ride). 



Organizers advise riders on the 63-mile course to note that if they have not reached the first aid station by 11:30 
a.m., they will be asked to continue on the 32-mile course. 

In 2003, Bonacker was diagnosed with brain cancer and underwent surgery to remove a tumor in his left 
temporal lobe. A second tumor was recently discovered in his brain and he will likely undergo another surgery 
soon. 

He says focusing on organizing the ride has helped him cope. 

"We kind of did our grieving already, but you grieve every day," he says. "I'm just trying to focus on the ride." 

Bonacker says that his doctors told him: "Worry about your ride and not your tumor." 

For more information on the Tour des Chutes, call 382-8018. For more information on the Lance Armstrong 
Foundation, visit www.laf.org. 

Heather Clark can be reached at 541-383-0352 or at hclark@bendbulletin.com. 

 


